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even Genro Ito was forced to resign when Yamagata manipulated the
Upper House against him? We must take several Yamagata men into
the Cabinet"
Saionji nodded in assent.
Seeing the jovial spirit subsiding, Takekoshi again spoke up: "Any-
way, the Marquis' Premiership is now merely a matter of days. The
Saionji house will be busy this year. Besides his political advancement,
his daughter's marriage is also set for this spring."
"Monsieur, Lady Shinko is really charming like her mother-"
Saionji beamed as he accepted the compliment.
"Oh, her mother was pretty. When we came back from France
everybody talked about her. Didn't they, Monsieur? What has Shinko
been doing since she was graduated from the women's college?"
"Huh, my governess insisted that she should be taught the arts of
homemaking, such as the tea-ceremony, flower-arrangement, sewing,
cooking, and Km music, some of which I also think necessary-"
"H'm, Monsieur, after we returned from Europe you used to play
biwa music occasionally at a drinking party. Do you still have the in-
strument in the house?"
"Yes, Matsuda-san."
Saionji's servant announced that Genro Inouye had arrived to see
him.
"Marquis and friends, good evening!"
"Marquis Inouye, I am very pleased to see you." Saionji bowed.
Inouye was somewhat at a loss. Matsuda got up and said: "Monsieur,
we'll see you tomorrow at Party headquarters. We'll bid you good
The visitor gently wet his lips. His eyes travelled from his host to
the departing friends.
"Marquis Saionji"-his tone was serious~"with your permission, I
would like to state the purpose of my mission in the presence of your
friends, since they are your high lieutenants-"
"Let's hear it" Hara returned to his seat Important news seemed to
be on Genro Inouye's tongue-tip.
"Certainly, Marquis Inouye; if you consider it appropriate and de«
sire it, certainly!"
The friends watched Inouye and Saionji intently,
"Since your Party has regained its membership-"
He was careful. Saionji's smooth undemonstrative face showed
determination. "Yes, the Seiyukai Party did drop to slightly over one

